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note: states are ordered based on unrounded scores. 
1  figures in this column are adjusted to reflect regional cost differences and weighted for student needs.      
2   the Clark County school district enrolls the majority of students in nevada, making its per-pupil spending the statewide median. in addition, Clark County is nevada’s lowest-

spending district. because of these two factors, a value for the mcloone index comparable to other states’ cannot be calculated. nevada’s grade is based on all other 
available indicators.

3   the district of Columbia and hawaii are single-district jurisdictions. as a result, it is not possible to calculate measures of financial equity, which capture the distribution of 
funding across districts within a state. the district of Columbia and hawaii do not receive grades for school finance.     

4  the district of Columbia does not have a state-level revenue source.         
5  the u.s. row reports the indicator value for the average state. 
souRCe: epe Research Center, 2011          
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eqUity Spending

Wealth-neutrality 
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Relationship between 

district funding and local 
property wealth 

(negative value indicates 
higher funding for 
poorer districts)
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Actual spending 
as percent of 

amount needed 
to bring all 
students to 
median level

Coefficient of 
Variation 

(2008)1
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Amount of 
disparity in 

spending across 
districts (lower 
value indicates 
greater equity)
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Difference  
in per-pupil 
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95th and 5th 
percentiles
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cost 

differences 
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percent  
of students 
in districts 
with ppe  

at or  
above U.S. 

average 
(2008)1
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